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e desire to return once more to his old home, the instirrct of 

w%%d gae to drift back to their ran&e following a forest fire*often lea& $43 

Weir destruction, accordin& to evidence gathered ?+y foresters of the rJnitQd 

States Department of Lgriculture. 

Whi,le a forest f-ire, unless it is ncroming, I1 or traveling in the tree 

tops, wdinarily does not trssrel fast enough to over%ake the fleeing game ‘btfz$U 

and animals, the homing instinct is said.to bring them back to their haunts 
d 

./ freq~nt’ly before a fire has subsided. 

Commenting on the destruction of vnild life by forest fires, d, d, 

‘Smphrey of the Forest Service, describes Borne of his observption$ (tq~~~&bg m 

*, j_ 

3!W I* +lewrrrXruld in a mixed stand of spruce, fir, larch 3.nd whi.te pine. 

%b ft~% Shlle at its height, ‘t ?4r. Humphrey says, ‘!diii not travel 

WW mii@e an hour, This being the case, it aoull seem unlikely 

4&& W&T W game birch would be overt&en by the flemes. Pine squirrels and 

0 Mt%m&s, however, acre all destro;ycd in the path of %e fire. 810~~ the 

@4$# .& t&3 fire, V&W& YE? Fere trenching, pre 6aV a number of pine squirrels 

t&r% app?2l;rrr$%y lrsd their fact PO badly burned they. could not clio,b treerr. 



-“I found two whitetail deer on the creek below the fire fighters’ camp 

that were burned to a crisp. Two others--one a large buck and the other a 

yearling--died near the Riverside pasture gate. Another old buck, with the 

hair over his hind quarters badly singed, and his feet so badly burned that 

he could hardly walk, was seen by the entire crew a nurAber of times betvneen 

Riverside and Murray Creek. I also saw a fav!n in the vicinity of Spring Meadows 
t 

l that had evidently lost its mother. The feet of this fawn had been badly -_ ---- 4 

burned. However, it appeared as if it would recover. Ye found a great many 

grouse that had died from the effects of the fire. 

YP1ii.s fire did not travel fast enough to overtake either the game or 

the birds. It is my opinion.that both, after the fire had quieted down, drifted 

back to their old range through the smoldering ashes. After getting in where 

the ashes v’ere extremely hot, and burning their feet, they had become be- 

wildered, and probably had run on until so badly burned that, even though they 

got out of the fire, they later died. Both deer and grouse appeared very re- 

luctant to move away from their home,range and returned before the ground had 

bxpn, especially on the meadows, even though the forage v’as practically all 
4 . , ..-. . - . _cll : _-.. 
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